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Belornr
The Srrrface

ln

Canine
Water Sports

By Deborah lee lvt  , l ler .Rr ley

Canine Wate]
Sports saw the

potential in
this canine

submarine tun
and created
underwater

tasks to show
oft any dog's

scuba talents.

hendcd rrcspassLng fi under hrr dock, dogs w
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Sports saw the potential in this edninr suhmlnnr

' .  n :nJ.rr- .J LnJ.a, , f '  r , ,k.  r ,  .h, '$. , ' l  Jn)
dogi scuba talents. These dl\'es ire In.luded In rhc
following gmdatrons:

Dive while Wading
Ihis isa fullhead subm€Fron tltat rrqutresthc dog
to submerge hcr entire head r.tneve i submcrged
anic lc and drher to hand.

Dive while Svimming
-lhrs isa tullbod) subm€rsFn thar requrres rhe dog
ro submerge her bod) below thc surlice tn nakc
r. i  t r .  .  I  u rnLl  . .  rg ' . . r t .  "h ' r t  

thr  t - r | r . r  r te
permrttcd ln the swim dive, rhe dog brgins while
{ \  mm,n8 n. \  , .  , l r  h.ndlrr  Th. -nr. l r  mry he
Losscd Lo sLnk or bc suspended Lrnderwurrr.

run the cunous Alghan lnrund trho pokrd
hrs head undcr thc occan surl ro k,ok
,rcund Lo thc (-arrn Tcrncr who rpprc

Dive from a Platform
f\ ' .  . . ,  L l l  b" , l , . rbre,r ' r r r l r r ' r5r  . . r r l r . '
Itap otl a water plartorm urth thc handlcr ncxt to
the dog lhe retrLclc article is tosscd r{, sl.k or
n-y h,  g.r  p.  d.d h.ur, , f l - , r . '  |  . t .1. . . , .

| .  r  tun d\J\p.h.  *J.  .U. 
- . ,  - r . l  

.  r f f  - .ur .
tng or trxcd to the bottorn.

Dive trom a Boar
lhF r .  J fu l l  boJ) Jr 'e retnere l r . , rn " ' r ' r t  11. , .
furm T'Jtu bpgrn on J I 'ee l l ' r .nS h, 'Jr  lhf  , I  .
h Jp.  t ,um ,he boJr ro dtre underurrcr  rml rrrr r r .
r .u.prmleJ anr le lor  t lar l "mlun,p.  i . l "ng. , ,
rh i  d, ,E,ubm., t .d on rne L, . r  dtr \  rhLdi !n, . , .
continue k, dn€ Gom a ssrm pomkrn ro.omplcr.
lhe relrirrc $nhin rhc trm€ lmrt.

Ahout Submersion T.aining
Dogs target undenater anicles Ihrough surfr.r

- rnt .  
t "u,h anJ r  hrnrt . l l  l1 rght r ' , . 'ur" ' i -

l " ' . .J  , l " r r  ,p,  u, '  d / : " .h,r i  , r r  rh.r ,  i ,J i r  , ,  r , r ,
aw.t\ ot Lk up htn lhdt \|ould ,,lh.nriii. in,rdir lh,

t
t
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l luLd tr , !nLn, LlLrnn! .Lrbnr.rsLfn.  ! l i i f .

' ' . t l
rnlLLUon o rr tunt rsrt .s sb.Lr ld b0 sc.n b\ i

f \

r  
'  l l ,

r rdu( . r r  r f l r r t r !n i
\ .  L,  , r1,  ,  I  i . ,

. . . f , ' . r  : id,  t , .
r l . . l . ,

crs r{rcr Ll,r doqls hL:alth srarns. ph)srcrl !bLhL\r
brdogic!  rnd I  n01lrnr l  n.eds

l  Lrr  l .  . '  L
p' f

tuiLfun( is ri.ed.d dtrrn! dtre rfrining citrnt Li .

tackrrs , . f  oplrorel  ( .o l lars rrc ptuhrhLL.(
HandL.B mun $ftr .r hl. }L:ker in.t ipprotrirt.

lh.  us.  oI  r  VI 'G \ \Lr . .  I ' l r l l . rm F rn\r  urblr

nh.r  mLror lu.  f t  ,L r t rg 1.  .LLrNninfn \ . r l i  r r
. t i r  $. tL i r .  hur Nr lcL. . :ur '  r l  hrhr 1,o, ,1.ut
h. . r  th.c t r '  

' lNn 
.u , , ,  i r  1 lL\r  r .  bu l { l  i  \ l l {

\

f i { .  I  $1rs. inLn.\ lnr  ! r r . r r :  r ' i f  
'

\'
d.gs d.sLr.  t r ,  ruh, , r  ge 1, ,  l  r in. [  .  rnt ] . j
I
.1u'nnr)r  \ \ i ' t ! r  . .ntv r fd (r  iL.r  l r . [ ' .n( . , rn

r l ' . . \ ' . ,1.r ' l
. l  r .nrc\ .  i ru. l ! i  Jul t  Jr ,11 l f )1hLng rhir  . rn

.  .1 t .  r  . .  I . r
I .

rnt  i ru. .s ln.horal  1o r  rnLnrmi l  t rcrghr rhr.ugh
l- .n"1.

t .nd! . I  br t { t .  L rr  b1,11..r  i fd th.  .Lrr l i . .

Training Strategies
\  r r  B 

L,r_ i , .
gam.i to prqui )our d.glr inl.tsr Try on. or ntr.

r ,  . f

A basic retrieve
requrres the
dog to know
what is being
sought,  where
to go to get rt,
to move on cue
to the article
and br ing i t
back to the
handler 's hand.
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What the
dog retrieves

is not as
important as

the dog's desire
to submerge

for a variety of
articles.

.  le" ,eq rd oyor t re.€ of  food ,  hunk5of l€d.
Jr . \p er h" rd\ i r ,  { . rhedogm^!e:  or_!ey
tigate, lower the lure an inch or rwo beneath !h€
water surtace Rel€ase the lure qhen rhe dog\ nose

. \ \ l ' r l  Lp do8 r ,  sr 'hrn8 . . r .er  .hunl ,  , l
meat in the uarer step away and let experimenra'
rion and lood drile work to. you
. \ . "  re prv) |  d^gs hhe- d!^-  e J(
then run inro the rvate.and dive under Hercurios
rul may have her joining you If your dog loles
balls. releas a subn€rged t€nnisball when the dog
rrd.  )ou -  

oJl  s, l l  q-r  '  l )  fof  r .  |  "  I  r r ( .
JddrnS \  r"  " \  e .en.  "  ,d rnrerp.  In l -p tJ i  "
.  \4p h" . r l  .q mnint  l .  r1 rnd u-7) ro).  on r
. t t -gheld r  gStngrereahrhe r-r . "sr l  ey.rr .
sone dogs lflou hav€ live lish ar your waler loca'
rlon. baLt rh€ lish into coming close to the surface
Jna \"r .  h for  .dnrne reer .dk",J"youoonu.
build an obse$ive tish hunter rhis can b€

.o npe on ,  s d l , ,end\ e\r
nenced diving dog Lure the duo undeNaler and
watch the nolice for effort to follow R€lease rhe
lure whil€ the nose is dunking
. Target games can encourage submeEion aLso.
A-k lo o. .orJ,  onaUndo Pnor" rrge

. rbme.Bed tor /  no.e dJnL lo -peed ledrnint .  ̂.
sur€ r€inlbrcement is delile.ed while dog rhe $

Moving on Down
uhe hedog,-h,ppr l )  dJl \ , rghern^.e e .oLF
age a muzzLe poke Then achieve eyes below Ar €ar
Jepth b.  pr .p"ed to up tLp rn.e ? .e rr ion o
k",e,  e,pe.,r l \  ,  o ld uarer ' looc.cg rhe ee-.ar al
.an be.unlrrg dnd .  no) -g von dog qL,( l l )
ger pr,  rhe d -olanLe I  you In.-er\€ rhe lu, !
stakes. Question ear h€alth and srrucrure if there rs
hesitairon or relusal to pa.ticipate

\uu . lu8 mgh. nPed ro buid iubrf l . , .
\ r , rn,n.r .  Rrperr .on.  'hor ld rel .ct  th i ,  \eath
holdinggoal. One ro ihre€ subme.sions per session
are line in earLy training.

Pr". l " roq dr\e i ,  r  Lugp nor i \  Jro rn,J\meL
. un 8.  n"-  Rr\  .p ro r  doS. de ip or f  J)  r rd
. \as.  b ' t r r r  a.Lrnt  r l "  doB ro .ubme g" ap.f
er Teasing and playing on the surtace, berween
drles, may increase ihe deslre to pursu€ a ioy c

Once l,or set d deprh goaL, heep it. l[ ihe dog
retuses after a .€asonable amount o[ time, end the
gamr and rro\e on ro 'omprhrn8 plr  Pld o, .
cess next time. Avoid low€nng your standard
(pushing the lure cLoser to the su ace) if your dog

'etu.e.  
)our rrrCd rnal  J"rns.o m.y r .^h he

ihat hesitaiion results in an easier task
.ele,  I  r  ,  - .  ko,J rh",  repr.*n rh net r , r

get destination, i e Aiv., piungs, snorhel, beneath,
auch, or scubd onc€ your dos is joytulLy subnerg
Inah(rhe.J ) . .  ma/rnr. ' . . ' .h ' .  I  uorJb)
usrng u iusr betore your dog dLves

oeveloping the Submerged Retrieve.
A basic reirieve requircs the dog to know what is
being sought, wh€.e to go to get ii, ro mole on cue
to the article and bnng r back ro th€ handlerb
l 'and Tlr  .  n l r  q-rer re| l  e,e add. a ne..  +r
submerge to the where in this behavior chain. To
make the next learnmg nep easy tor your dog, she
.h"uld ha\e r  rp lbbl .  

'dn. \ '  
J l  l rnJ " ,  J d pL)

dn'en 'ubm<'g,  rn th '  u"tr  .ee'  .one ot to, .
d,  g.  ta\ . , , , ,  .y, ,J be -+. l  a.  rern"rc "rr . .  e.ard
reinlorcers and mole to the waler.

where you lntroduce the undcNaier retriele is
imponant. l[ you begin descent tmining at the
. \^rel ,ne,nd gr"dual \  m"ve your arrr le Je.pe
you wLll be trainLng the creafi€ dog to paw the
anicle to shore. lnstead, start Ln wat€r €lbow deeD
tor the dog or siand the dog on a water pLarlom
placed in swim depth water.

From wade deprh, submerge a platform or a
bucket (bouom up) at a depth that wiLl tabLe the
retneve anLcLe for a nose depth dive ltyou begin

I
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\ r rh r  iu\ | f r , l . ( l  . r i rL l (  f1. t r {  ( l , r  $frrhr r '  l
, l .prh rhr nr- | f r (1.  1 l \  .1,1tr  |  u. t  h.  \ \ \  rht  i t r '
l r ( ,  (  u.  rhr  r fLr t r \ (  \ r r1,  r l r ,  ! l t r r  \ ' fa t ) lLr .  rh.
J. !u. \ .  nHnr ld r  i  , f r f  ! (  nf ,L\r ! l \  s l i fnr l r . .ut l
,L Li . t . l t rd i ,L 1, ,  l i , [ (

. . . . , .1. . .1,

. rL ' r
, . '1. , . ' l l . l .

,  . \  ,  t  , '  . ,1 . .  i
rhI  $r l l  . r . .u.  l  f , \ .  LIL\ .  l , i r r r  L l \ '  . ,nr .  i i  l in,r

hloi .  rLLIL|rrr  l , , r  
'L( t l l r .  

s.r r r . r  L: .  th: .  tL,s.
. r .  , f  .  l .

' r . .1 
r ' r . .  ,

' , r t r \ l ' : .1.1
l , r , l r  " l  I  L, , (1, ,  { ( |  .  l ,
. \ ' ' . .1.

th.n\ f .1,  |  . , r (  (  l , , f , , r , , . r  \ \ \ .Lr1trL!r  \ r ' \  , \
\ ' 'L ' |

. 'n rrr l l fL,L rr  L:rr f rL.L L ' r  \L iLL ! , ' r r  f \  q\rn!  r rqrr

\ r  uf  r . r r i i ( i rL. .  LL)

t i r r l l i . , r . ,

1., . r ' r , , ' , ' , .
l . {  r f . , , \ . : \ . i \ , .1 l . r , , . .1r .1 !  : . : . ) r i ] -

Polishing the behavior
\ \ '  L,  L.  , ,

l , \ . r  r , .L LLlL,Ll ,L\ f  L l r r . .  .L: . r l rL i f rL,LLlr !  r i , i !

l r ' .

A.L .L , t r ]  Lr , \ . r \ r  \ r \ :  \ , )  l . f : .1!rL1r rLf  . i \

r r , i (  \ ' , ,1 i  r t  (  r r i :qf  r l r , l , , i - .1. ' r r  - r l ,
I  r ' ,LrrqL i  r (  , \ i  r  L\1,r f ! .

. . t .
r . l r i , \ .  . r j i . l ( .  \ \ , ,1.  , , .  ,

r . r ' ,  r r  r . l  . l
rL, ,  . l ,  t ! , ,  \ . r ,
\ , jL,  r  !1. ! :1- . r r .L l

r r r !  .  L, lu EE
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1, ,  l , i ! r r ,  \ \  r r , ,  \ / , , r r \ , r r ! r  11r ' i ' , , r r i i l r . '  \ \ .1,r
l )  |  (  l r l  , i  \ r r '  r i r  \ r \n , r f  f , r , r 'Lr \ f ,  ' r ,  r l

WL.,-g WuTrd,w ...

TF wia)nLzc fta+t euL w.LLa&aze 1r'"t1

ac eL\4qt tLfrllj a'\d, k.2.dotu thao.i4l- cotpe.nl.,^.

Tn i/..reeta .o^1tzlz,.zz theou4v- t a^.*re a,!1 Lta'atl\. orlar

To f&Aa. .Mi/,L^a^+ a^n Pfa4 fur 2ara+i'o^,LL 6aLL'a.tt
-re 6.taut- 62r.toL a^aL r'+atitaL 9ro1,t1+' b1J fot U,a&+;,A chaLLe^gL,

To' nrr'4tb2tu h2d-+h4 tozLoL bzl^,a+;"or o^<L lai"da. i.6'\a4r. a'l):rLiln
'fo' baa+ wA^aat to' t/'^.r'251t of &^i^L l2rtLLaa L2

'fd tl.an.. otu a^eaa..^z* frtu v{";t:l- Lo'"{ grol\t
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